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Happy New Year!

We covered a lot of ground last year. Our Team saw over 2,000 children, providing vital services 
and real hope for healing. We reinforced our approach to child abuse prevention and education 
with the creation of a new role, Bivona’s Community Educator, and put an emphasis on supporting 
the growing foundation of our volunteer program with the hiring of a full-time Volunteer & Out-
reach Coordinator. Addressing the needs of the entire family, our advocacy program has grown 
to include two additional Family Advocates who join our team under the leadership of Sara White-
Smith, Family Advocacy Coordinator.

In 2018, there is so much more to do and we approach it with determination and optimism. 
Through the support of a new grant, Bivona’s staff and volunteers will receive training in trauma 
informed care, helping us provide the highest quality care to the children and families we see 
each day. We will once again facilitate support groups for adolescents and caregivers, providing 
an additional option for healing to those who may benefit from this form of care. We will look to 
the community and collaborative partners to help grow awareness and knowledge as we celebrate our 10th Annual Bivona Child 
Abuse Summit in April. We will continue to work closely with our partners in the law enforcement, child protection and medical 
communities to ensure that every child who has experienced the trauma of abuse is able to access our services - through this 
outreach, we are seeing greater numbers of children than ever before and we expect this number to continue to grow.

In this issue of “Putting Children First,” you will read about just a few of the partnerships we have with the community that enable 
the growth of awareness and education. Learn how Bivona’s Community Educator Molly Snell-Larch connects with people who 
work with children and those with intellectual and/or developmental disabilities to hone new skills to help prevent child abuse in 
vulnerable populations. Our community spotlight is Yvonne Donnelly of MVP Health Care, who you will see is a vital partner in our 
aim of bringing child abuse awareness and prevention to schools and community groups.

As this new year begins, here’s to working together with all of you. We couldn’t ask for better partners.

All my best,

Message from One Mount Hope
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In December, Katherine McLaughlin, M. Ed., facilitated a two-day training on Healthy 
Sexuality for members of the I/DD Alliance of Greater Rochester. The training included 
an overview of healthy sexuality and sexual abuse prevention for people with intellectual 
and/or developmental disabilities, as well as a training for professional staff interested in 
facilitating similar trainings for program staff, caregivers and parents at their respective 
agencies.

On the second day of training, McLaughlin focused on instructing all attendees in the 
important facets of teaching healthy sexuality to others, ultimately helping them to 
facilitate health within their own organizations and in the general community.

“Both days of training provided a great chance for facilitators and educators from 
different agencies to bring together their areas of expertise and share knowledge not 
only about intellectual and developmental disabilities and sexual abuse, but also tips on 
ways to be better community educators,” said Molly Snell-Larch, Bivona’s Community 
Educator. “Typically, our awareness and education programs focus on preventing child 
abuse, but this training outlined something else that is so important for adults to feel 
comfortable discussing: healthy sexuality for children and people with intellectual and/
or developmental disabilities.”

Training opportunities through the I/DD Alliance of Greater Rochester are made possible 
through the support of the Golisano Foundation. Learn more about the I/DD Alliance of 
Greater Rochester and all of our partners online at www.BivonaCAC.org/idd-alliance/.

Promoting Healthy Sexuality
I/DD Alliance of Greater Rochester hosts Healthy 
Sexuality training for staff

Holiday Helpers

Each year, our Training Center turns into a holiday workshop where volunteers from 
the community and members of our Team come together to wrap gifts for children 
and families. These gifts, donated through the incredible generosity of individuals and 
groups, mean so much to so many. We are so incredibly grateful!

A special thank you to Ridgemont Country Club and the “Ridgemont Angels” for their 
support over the last 8 years. Thank you to BOSCH Security Systems, Boylan Code LLP, 
Centra Financial Group, Cards for a Cause, Crossfield Heating and Air Conditioning, 
Molly’s Yoga Corner, Olver Korts, Llp., Phi Sigma Sigma of The College at Brockport 
State University of New York, Pinnacle Lutheran School, PMD - Progressive Machine & 
Design, Rochester United Quidditch, Small Business Council of Rochester, Ulta Beauty 
in Victor, and so many more wonderful individuals and groups who helped spread 
holiday cheer to children and families this season. Thank you!

About the Trainer

Katherine McLaughlin, M.Ed. is an 
expert on sexuality and devel-
opmental disabilities for over 25 
years. She teaches sexuality edu-
cation to people with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities 
and trains them to be peer 
sexuality educators themselves.
Katherine is the author of an 
agency and school curriculum: 
Sexuality Education for People 
with Developmental Disabilities, 
and has developed two online 
courses; one to train profession-
als, Developmental Disability 
and Sexuality 101, and one for 
parents: Talking to Your Kids: 
Developmental Disabilities and 
Sexuality.
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D2L Stewards of Children is the only national child abuse prevention program proven to increase
 knowledge, improve attitudes, and change child protective behaviors. In November, the D2L Collaborative will host two free 
class offerings in an effort to increase prevention and awareness of child abuse in the greater Rochester community. 

Who should attend? Any adult who cares about the welfare of children!

Classes will be held on Friday, February 9, 2018 from 8-10:30 a.m. and from 12-2:30 p.m. at Bivona Child Advocacy Center. 
Space is limited and registration is required to attend. Visit www.BivonaCAC.org/darkness-2-light/ to register today. 

D2L Stewards of Children workshops are available for free to the community through the support of MVP Health Care. 

Free D2L Training on February 9th!
Learn the signs to help prevent child abuse

Mission Focus
Community Spotlight: 
Yvonne Donnelly

How did you first get involved with Bivona? 
MVP Health Care is a sponsor of the Darkness to Light (D2L) Stewards of Children 
training program. I met Mary and Anna at an event and they sucked me in! 
*Anna Potter is Bivona’s Associate Executive Director and Mary Whittier is Bivona’s founding Executive Director

Is there any particular thing that you find to be the most rewarding about your 
involvement with Bivona?
The organization truly serves children and appears to be one of the healthiest, well 
run organizations I’ve ever seen.  They stay focused on their mission.

As an active volunteer, do you have any advice for other people who are 
interested in volunteering with us?
You will be spending your time in an organization that is focused on their clients and 
dedicated to educating the community.  

What are three words you think of when you think about Bivona?
Healthy, uplifting, fun!

Our Mission: 
Bivona Child Advocacy Center delivers excellence in child 
abuse response, healing and prevention through collaborative 
service, awareness, education and leadership.

Yvonne Donnelly is a volunteer 
and supporter of Bivona Child 
Advocacy Center. Yvonne is a 
member of the Bivona Child 
Abuse Summit Committee, 
where she assists with the 
planning and execution of 
Bivona’s annual multidisci-

plinary conference. Yvonne’s 
employer, MVP Health Care, is 

also a sponsor of our D2L 
Stewards of Children program.

Thank you for all that you do for 
the community, Yvonne! 

Putting Children First, Winter 2018
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Interested in volunteering? Contact volunteer@BivonaCAC.org to learn more today!

What is the first step that adults can take to help prevent child abuse? Talk about it. Although 
child abuse is a topic that most people do not want to think about or talk about, awareness 
is one of the first and most important steps in helping to prevent it. Increased community 
education and awareness is key to dragging this issue from the shadows and putting an end 
to it. At Bivona, awareness and education play an important role in our interactions with the 
community. We are committed to starting conversations to spread awareness, answer any 
questions, and provide tools to help adults do their part to help prevent child sexual abuse.

Bivona’s Community Educator Molly Snell-Larch works to provide trainings to adults, busi-
nesses, schools, and organizations. Molly’s passion and drive takes her all over the commu-
nity to spread awareness. “Creating a safe space for a child to talk to you about child sexual 
abuse starts with you having the courage to learn and talk about it first,” she says. “The only 
way we eradicate a problem like child sexual abuse, a problem that thrives in secrecy and 
shadows, is bring it into the light by talking about it, acknowledging it and doing our part to prevent it.”

Bivona partners with members of our Team, the Darkness to Light (D2L) Collaborative and the I/DD Alliance of Greater 
Rochester to educate staff who work with children and adults in methods of prevention. These partnerships help create a 
safer environment within the Rochester community. One of the most established training opportunities utilized at Bivona 
is the D2L Stewards of Children training, an easy and accessible training program that provides adults with skills to be more 
aware of child safety. The two-hour workshop utilizes a five-step process to help adults learn the facts, minimize opportunity, 
learn ways to talk about it, recognize the signs, and react responsibly if they believe a child has or is being abused, or if a child 
discloses their abuse.

Utilizing safety trainings within the community is one important way to prepare yourself and learn how to have tough con-
versations. If there are children in your life that you would like to see grow up happy and healthy, whether it be your own, 
children you work with, a niece or nephew, a cousin, or a child in your neighborhood, it is important to become educated 
and learn tips on how you can keep them safe.

Learn more about the Greater Rochester D2L Collaborative or register to attend an upcoming session of a community D2L 
Stewards of Children workshop by visiting our website: www.BivonaCAC.org/darkness-2-light/

From Darkness to Light
Darkness to Light’s (D2L) Stewards of Children classes help spread 
awareness throughout Monroe County

Molly Snell-Larch 
Community Educator
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Bivona welcomes Alex Castro to Board of Directors

Bivona is pleased to announce the addition of Alex Castro to its Board of Directors. 
Castro is the Chief Housing & Community Development Officer at Pathstone and 
serves on the Pathstone Corporation Asset Management Committee. 

Please join us in welcoming Alex to Bivona’s Board of Directors!
Alex Castro
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Trauma Informed
Bivona awarded grant funding to support training in 
trauma informed care

The Wilson and Rochester Area Community Foundations recently awarded grant 
funding for trauma informed capacity building to Bivona Child Advocacy Center. The 
grant award will support training in trauma informed care and organizational resil-
ience for our staff, volunteers, board and committee members. Trainings will begin in 
January 2018 and extend throughout the year. Bivona joins seven other organizations 
to receive this unique funding which seeks to create a learning collaborative leading 
to better community-wide outcomes.

“What sets the child advocacy center model apart is its ability to minimize trauma to 
children and families, and we look to our experienced professionals to implement the 
programming and services to accomplish that,” says Deb Rosen, Executive Director 
of Bivona. “Through trauma informed care training, we will establish a culture of 
trauma awareness among all staff and volunteers - from our front desk volunteers 
and administrative staff all the way to our program staff and mental health profes-
sionals - with the result that children and families will benefit from our increased 
awareness and skill, and ultimately achieve better outcomes.”

Children who come to Bivona have endured the trauma of abuse and they rely on our 
Team of dedicated professionals to help them on their path to healing. We also know 
that trauma permeates the entire family, requiring ongoing support and expertise. 
We are excited to work with national expert in the field, Carmela DeCandia, PhD, who 
will facilitate our learning and growth in this critical area. Through the coordination 
of the Wilson and Rochester Area Community Foundations, we will participate in 
community-wide activities to engender greater awareness of the prevalence and 
impacts of trauma.
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Healing Together:
Trauma support groups offer 
opportunities for children and 
caregivers to heal together

In fall 2017, Bivona partnered 
with staff from Lifespan, RE-
SOLVE, RESTORE, and Willow 
Domestic Violence Center to 
facilitate support groups for 
adolescents and caregivers. Fa-
cilitators from each agency col-
laborated to provide expertise in 
a wide range of areas, providing 
needed support to each
participant in the groups.

“One-on-one therapy offers 
invaluable support and healing 
to children seen at Bivona,” 
says Lindsey Macaluso, LMSW, 
Program Manager at Bivona. 
“The support groups offer 
something else; an opportunity 
to feel connected to others who 
understand what you’ve been 
through, even in a small way, 
and knowing you’re not alone.”

In 2018, new groups will build 
upon the foundation of our first 
round of support groups. Look 
for more information on this 
program in future issues.



74 CHEERS!
Close to 500 guests came together to raise over 
$74,000 to support critical services for children!

Save our dates!

Bivona Child Advocacy Center
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www.BivonaCAC.org
Phone: (585) 935-7800
Fax: (585) 232-1391

Open That Bottle Night
Bivona’s signature event returns to Locust Hill  
Country Club on February 24, 2018. Purchase tickets 
online at www.BivonaCAC.org/otbn

The 15th Annual CHEERS for Children! held on October 26, 2017 raised over $74,000 
to support services for children who have endured the trauma of abuse, helping them 
on their path to healing. Thank you to our sponsors, guests, volunteers, staff, and team 
members for your support!
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Open That Bottle Night
PRESENTED BY

Sub-branding of Special Events

SAVE OUR DATES!

OPEN THAT BOTTLE NIGHT
February 24, 2018 
Locust Hill Country Club
Register online at  
www.BivonaCAC.org/otbn

10TH ANNUAL BIVONA CHILD 
ABUSE SUMMIT
April 26-27, 2018
J.A.F. Rochester Riverside  
Convention Center
Register online at  
www.BivonaCAC.org/bivona-summit

BIVONA GOLF TOURNAMENT
June 25, 2018

CHEERS FOR CHILDREN!
October 25, 2018



Our vision is a community 
where all children are safe and 

free from abuse. 

w: www.BivonaCAC.org     p : 585-935-7800     f: 585-232-1391  
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