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March and April are historically the busiest months at Bivona Child Advocacy Center 
which happens to coincide with April being Child Abuse Prevention Month. Child 
Abuse Prevention Month is represented by the Blue Ribbon and you’ll see that our 
Spring 2017 issue has embraced the color blue and is dedicated to our focus on 
prevention, awareness, and community. 

Bivona is truly a representation of many people coming together to benefit 
children and there is so much more work to do. Each and every day, we see the 
need for greater awareness within our community about child abuse and neglect. 
We also see the resiliency of children, and the hope that the work done by our team 
of professionals can provide to families. As we continue to do the important work of 
helping children heal in our community, I am reminded that YOU are one of the best 
resources in achieving our vision of a world free from abuse and neglect. 

As you read on in this issue, we will introduce new ways for you to get involved. We 
will ask you to “Think about it. Talk about it. Do Something.” and invite you to join us 
throughout the month of April at various community events. We have created an 
online resource for you to help spread the word with your friends, family, and community, and we will introduce you to our 
new Board Chair Mark Siewert, and three new members of Bivona’s Board of Directors. Also, you will meet Brian Nizinsky, 
longtime volunteer and a member of Bivona’s Marketing Committee, and see how he supports Bivona.

Your involvement and willingness to bring awareness to and learn more about this tough issue can lead to a changed world 
for children. Thank you for your support in helping children heal!

Warm Regards,

Mary Whittier, Executive Director

Message from One Mount Hope
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Adrian Hale,
of Rochester, is Manager 
of Strategic Initiatives at 
the Greater Rochester 

Chamber of Commerce

Board of Directors welcomes five new members!

Bivona Child Advocacy Center is pleased to announce the addition of Adrian Hale, Kristina Johnston, Jennifer Lake, Andy 
McDermott, and Don Tomeny to its Board of Directors. Please join us in welcoming them!

Kristina Johnston,
of Mendon, is Vice 
President, Global 

Accounting for 
Constellation Brands, 

Inc.

Jennifer Lake,
of Pittsford, is Vice 
President of People 

Resources at Goodwill 
of the Finger Lakes 

and ABVI

Andy McDermott
of Fairport, is Vice 

President of Sales for 
Information 

Security Corporation, 
and Co-Founder of the 
Fairport Music Festival

Don Tomeny,
of Webster, is Vice 

President of the Great 
Lakes Region for SRS 

Distribution

9th Annual Bivona Child Abuse Summit 
expected to reach over 700 attendees!
Speakers to highlight variety of important topics relating 
to child abuse & neglect on April 27th-28th

Bivona’s Annual Child Abuse Summit is nationally recognized as the premier conference in the Northeast region. This 
cutting-edge multidisciplinary training is for social workers, law enforcement, prosecutors, mental health and medical 
professionals, school personnel, day care providers, the faith-based community and more. 

This year, we are excited to have Sacha Pfeiffer as our Keynote Speaker. Sacha is a print and broadcast journalist, as well as 
a former member of the Boston Globe’s Spotlight Team who uncovered the catholic church’s cover-up of clergy sex abuse. 
Their work is portrayed in the 2016 Academy Award Winner for Best Picture “Spotlight,” where Sacha is played by actress 
Rachel McAdams.

Haven’t registered? There is still time! Take a stand for children and register for Bivona’s 9th Annual Child Abuse 
Summit today. The 9th Annual Bivona Child Abuse Summit offers individual, group, and breakfast only registration options! 

Register online at: http://www.bivonacac.org/bivona-summit
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April is Child Abuse Prevention Month
Think about it. Talk about it. Do Something. 

In November of 2016, Bivona posed three simple actions to the audience at TEDX Flour City; “Think about it. Talk about it. Do 
Something.” Keeping this in mind, Bivona will offer a variety of opportunities for you to help spread the word about preven-
tion and help us work to put an end to child sexual and physical abuse. 

As you read on to the next page, you will see a list of events scheduled in support of Child Abuse Prevention Month. We hope 
to see you at one, a few, or all of our events!

On our website, www.BivonaCAC.org, a new page has been created to provide insights and guidance to the community. 
Posters, flyers, social media infographics, and more will be available for you to download for Child Abuse Prevention Month 
and throughout the year. We’d love to see your posts on social media! Use the hashtags #ChildAbusePrevention 
#ChildAbuseAwareness #ISupportBivona throughout the month to show your support. 

Visit www.BivonaCAC.org/community to learn more about Bivona Child Advocacy Center, Child Abuse Prevention Month, 
opportunities for you to get involved, media resources, and more! 

Focus on prevention
Darkness to Light (D2L) classes offer important awareness for all adults

What if we told you that two hours of your time can help prevent a child from being sexually abused? Children cannot protect 
themselves from abuse. Educated adults are their only line of defense. Darkness to Light’s (D2L) Stewards of Children is the 
only national child abuse prevention program proven to increase knowledge, improve attitudes, and change child protective 
behaviors. 

Stewards of Children (SOC) is a two-hour workshop for any adult who cares about the welfare of children – educators, 
coaches, childcare providers, youth service organizations, faith-based community, adult family members and more.

This April, the D2L Collaborative will host two FREE community training opportunities on Wednesday, April 19, 2017. 
An afternoon class and an evening class are available to the community for free as a part of Child Abuse Prevention Month. 
Learn more and register for one of the class offerings online at: www.BivonaCAC.org/darkness-2-light

Thank you to MVP Health Care for their support of these and all of our Stewards of Children workshops.

If you are interested in attending an upcoming training, would like to have someone come speak to your group or business, 
or want more information about D2L or Stewards of Children, please contact Bob Jobe, Prevention Education & Outreach 
Specialist, at rjobe@BivonaCAC.org or 585-935-7822.



#ISupportBivona
For more than six years, Brian Nizinsky has 
gone above & beyond for Bivona

You’re invited!
Join Bivona throughout 
the month of April. Visit
www.BivonaCAC.org
for more information

Monday, April 10th from 5 - 9 p.m.
“Spotlight” Community Screening & 
Panel Discussion
Dryden Theatre at the 
George Eastman Museum
900 East Ave, Rochester, NY

Cost to attend is $10/person. 
Tickets can be purchased online at 
www.BivonaCAC.org/spotlight

Wednesday, April 19th 
2:30 - 5:00 p.m. and 6:00 - 8:30 p.m.
FREE D2L Stewards of Children Class
Bivona Child Advocacy Center
One Mount Hope Ave, Rochester, NY
www.BivonaCAC.org/darkness-to-
light

Thursday, April 27th - Friday, April 28th 
9th Annual Bivona Child 
Abuse Summit

Thursday, April 27th at 8:30 a.m.
Keynote Breakfast & Address 
featuring Sacha Pfeiffer
Joseph A. Floreano Rochester 
Riverside Convention Center
123 E Main St, Rochester, NY

Cost to attend varies based on 
registration selection. 
Register now or learn more online at:
www.BivonaCAC.org/bivona-summit
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Brian Nizinsky is a member of Bivona’s Marketing Committee. Thank you, Brian 
for your incredible dedication to Bivona and to protecting children!

How did you first get involved with Bivona?
I first got involved with Bivona through the Bivona Young Professionals (BYP) 
group. They had just formed and I participated in a few events and meetings. 
I liked the vibe of the people involved there and it felt good to help the 
organization with events. I was then invited to join the Marketing Committee 
and have been a member of the Committee for over 5 years.

What do you find to be the most rewarding about your involvement 
with Bivona?
I love being around people who are passionate about where they work & what 
they do.  My day job “pays the bills” but my work with Bivona “pays the soul.” 

As an active volunteer, do you have any advice for other people who are 
interested in volunteering with us? 
I think that if you want to really have an impact volunteering at Bivona you need 
to make sure you “show up.”  Understand that you are making a commitment 
to a great group of people who don’t have the funding or resources to get the 
mission done without you.  Sometimes the best work is done in pairs so bring a 
friend along.  Neither of you will regret it!

What three things do you think of when you think about Bivona?
Passion, Persistence, Justice

“My day job ‘pays the bills’ but my work with Bivona ‘pays the soul’.” 
- Brian Nizinsky



Bivona Child Advocacy Center

Putting Children First, Spring 2017

12 Years, $3.3 Million
Open That Bottle Night (OTBN) raises $435,000 for 
Bivona Child Advocacy Center on February 25, 2017!

More than 300 guests including supporters of Bivona and partner agencies attended 
the 12th Annual Open That Bottle Night presented by Sage Rutty & Company at Locust 
Hill Country Club. At the conclusion of the event and net of all expenses, $435,000 was 
raised to benefit local children who have endured the trauma of sexual and physical 
abuse. In 12 years, OTBN has raised $3.3 million for Bivona Child Advocacy Center.

“With the phenomenal support of our friends and donors, including presenting sponsor 
Sage Rutty & Company, the future of Bivona is secure and we will continue to provide 
critical services to our community’s children,” said Mary Whittier. “Thank you!” 

This spring help children 
on the path to healing 
with your United Way 

Campaign contribution

Bivona Child Advocacy 
Center designee #2411

SAVE OUR DATES!

15TH ANNUAL BIVONA CHILD 
ADVOCACY CENTER GOLF 
TOURNAMENT
June 26, 2017 at 
Midvale Country Club

Register Online:  
www.BivonaCAC.org/golf

15TH ANNUAL CHEERS FOR 
CHILDREN!
October 26, 2017
ARTISANworks

Registration for this event will 
begin in July!

Bivona Child Advocacy Center
The Skalny Building
One Mount Hope Avenue
Rochester, New York 14620

www.BivonaCAC.org
Phone: (585) 935-7800
Fax: (585) 232-1391


