


•  Every six minutes, in the United States of America, 
a child is sexually abused. 240 children. Every day.

•  Nearly fi ve children in this country die every day as 
a result of child abuse and neglect.

•  One of every 4 girls and one of every 6 boys is sexually 
abused before their 18th birthday.

•  Ninety percent of the time, a child is sexually abused 
by someone he knows, loves, and trusts. 

Child abuse is awful. And we’re doing something about it.

Bivona Child Advocacy Center helps more than 1,000 children 
every year. Right here in Greater Rochester. And we know we’re 
not reaching all of the children who need help. There’s so much 
more to be done.

what happens next? 
For a child, abuse is terrible and confusing and can 

translate into a lifetime of pain—from an inability to form 

healthy relationships to depression to addiction to, worst 

of all, becoming an abuser. Or abuse can be stopped, and 

the healing process can begin in a way 

that’s good for the child, the family, and 

the community. That’s what Bivona Child 

Advocacy Center is all about.

We deal with all cases of child sexual abuse, 

severe physical abuse and child fatalities.

a new, sensible system
Under the old system, a child 

described the abuse to many 

people—from principals to school 

nurses to police offi cers to 

emergency room doctors—and 

may have had multiple medical 

exams. At each step, that child is 

forced to relive the trauma. 

At Bivona Child Advocacy Center, children will speak to just 

a few people—an interviewer, a medical professional, and 

a counselor, for example—and typically undergo one 

medical exam. 

Under the old system, the child and the family navigated the 

systems—medical, law enforcement, prosecution, counseling—

on their own. It was easy to fall through the cracks. 

At Bivona, we walk the family through the entire process,

from investigation through trial.

a healing approach with many benefi ts
This is an idea that works, and not just for the children and 

their families. It’s cost-effective: national studies indicate that 

communities without a Child Advocacy Center spend one-

third more money to deliver the same services. 

This approach also leads to improved prosecution because 

children’s testimony remains consistent and clear.  

the strength of a team focused 
solely on kids
We partner with professionals from government and non-

profi t agencies to help children. The people assigned to the 

Bivona team specialize in child abuse; many have made 

helping children their life’s work, and it shows. 

We work with the team to keep communication fl owing, 

help the kids more quickly, explore new ideas and best 

practices. We learn from 

our successes and our  

failures and advocate 

to bring changes to the 

system. We don’t care 

about turf. We care about 

kids. We are small but 

strong. Our current 

partners include: 

• Monroe County Child Protective Services

• Law Enforcement – all 12 jurisdictions 

• Monroe County District Attorney’s Offi ce

• Monroe County Law Department

•  REACH Program of Golisano Children’s Hospital 
at the University of Rochester

• Rape Crisis Service

• Catholic Family Center

• Linden Oaks Sexual Abuse Treatment Services

• Rochester City School District

Everyone wraps their arms around these children and their 

families to make it better. And the kids can tell that the whole 

team is working on their behalf.

Crisis intervention and counseling protects the other children 

in the household, helps to stabilize the family, and goes a long 

way to interrupt the cycle of abuse. 

a safe, welcoming place 
Bivona Child Advocacy Center is a warm, child-friendly 

place. After the chaos of abuse, it can feel like a refuge. Our 

waiting room is full of toys and games. Our medical exam 

room is sized for kids. Our interview rooms are carpeted 

and comfortable, and allow the child to tell their story to an 

interviewer, while other professionals can observe from behind 

a one-way mirror. 

The kids get to tell their story, and share their burden. We’ve 

had kids say to us, even in the midst of their terrible situation, 

“This is a great place. Can I come back?” 
child abuse

happens every day.
—sexual and physical—

585-935-7800 | BivonaCAC.org

child abuse happens 
              in every neighborhood. 

From upscale to poor. From drug addicts to doctors. 
It happens where you live.  

Sex abuse may be something 
that has happened to you, 
but it doesn’t need to defi ne you.
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